Wales a young medical man recently started practice. He did not buy one, but simply put up his plate. He is a Nonconformist and was naturally supported by his Church. Nonconformity is very strong in the neighbourhood. An old medical practitioner who is a Churchman holds several public appointments, among which is that of medical officer for a parish which is really part of the town, the town being divided into two parishes, the one parish lying on one side of the river and the other on the opposite side of the river.
The old doctor has a residence that side of the river opposite to where he holds the parish appointment, but he has a qualified assistant who lives in the parish, and he also has a surgery there. Would it be considered right for one doctor to call uninvited at the house of another doctor's patient who was lying ill and press to see the patient ? This has been done, and the most ample proofs are forthcoming.
Would it be considered right for a doctor to push his way into people's houses, and on the plea that they are of the same religious persuasion, press upon them his claims where they have regular doctors and are thoroughly well pleased with them ? This is another way that this young man has of getting a practice together.
